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Alexander lived in constant fear of assassination. He moved from
St. Petersburg to Gatchina where special precautions were taken to
ensure his safety. His contemporaries ironically called him the "pris*
oner of Gatchina." A law was passed in 1881 reinforcing the police
with the object of combating the revolutionary movement. Alexander
charged the volost elders gathered at his coronation in 1883: "Follow
the advice and guidance of your Marshals of the Nobility and do not-
believe the ridiculous rumours about a redivision of the land. These
rumours are spread by your enemies. All property, including your own,
must be inviolable." This address was a forecast of Alexander's pol-
icy which aimed at upholding the interests of the nobility and re-
n storing the absolute power of the landlords over the peasants. Tsarism
was the direst enemy of the toiling masses.

At the end of the 'seventies Russia experienced an industrial crisis
which strongly affected the condition of the workers and greatly in-
creased the number of the unemployed.

'Simultaneously an agrarian crisis broke out. The vast quantities
of cheap American corn which flooded all the European markets brought
down the price of grain and reduced the demand for Eussian grain.
The price ont wheat in Odessa in the 'eighties fell to one-third of its
original price. The agrarian crisis retarded the growth of capitalism
in agriculture. Many landlords went back to the share-cropping sys-
tem. The increase in the peasant population led to a curtailment of
allotments, and the peasant was obliged to lease land from the land-
lord at high prices. Peasant farming suffered from frequent crop fail-
ures. The terrible famine of 1891-1892 affected 35,000,000 people.
Hundreds of thousands of people died of starvation, typhus and chol-
era. The famine still further increased the poverty of the poor and
the wealth of the kulaks, and accelerated the process of social differ-
entiation among the peasantry.

The landlords increased the exploitation of the peasants and
strove to recover their former power over them. These aspirations
of the nobility had the full support of Alexander's government. In 1889
zemstvo chiefs consisting of members of the nobility were appointed
and given full power over the peasantry. The rural justices of the peace
were abolished. The authorities had the workers and peasants flogged
without trial or a hearing. These measures were fully encouraged by
Alexander who wrote in his resolution regarding the disturbances in
Rostov, "If it were possible to give the ringleaders a sound whipping,
without legal procedure, it would be more useful and simpler."

A Peasant Land Bank and a Nobles* Bank were established to
help the nobles and the kulaks. The Peasant Land Bank advanced loans
jbo the kulaks for the purchase of land from the nobles at very high
prices. The Nobles' Bank granted loans to the nobles against mort-
gages'and advanced money to the landlords on very liberal terms. A law